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Note from our New Board Chair

| am honored to step into the role of Board Chair for the Seward Community Foundation. Since joining the SCF
Board in early 2023, | have been blown away by how much positive impact one organization can have in Seward
and Moose Pass.

During my time on the board, | have served on the SCF Grants Team and have had the opportunity to be
directly involved in the past four major grant cycles. | have seen projects including improved public
transportation services, outdoor education opportunities for local kids, and better access to needed health
services come to fruition through the generous contributions of donors and the hard work of our nonprofits. It
has been incredible to see firsthand how small donations can grow into meaningful change for Seward and
Moose Pass.

As a Moose Pass resident, small business owner, and parent of a student in Seward Middle School, | care a lot
about our community. The idea of neighbors helping neighbors and connecting people with causes that matter is
what originally motivated me to join the SCF Board, and it continues to guide me today.

| am proud to be part of a board of dedicated individuals who care about supporting our local nonprofits and
community members. As | take on this role, I'm looking
forward to continuing to learn from the people around me,
strengthening connections across our community, and
supporting the work SCF is already doing. | love what our
community is today, and I'm excited to help continue the work
of making it even better tomorrow.

Jen Boyle
Board Chair, Seward Community Foundation
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A Playground that Built a Foundation
Sarah Spanos, SCF Advisor

The Seward Community Playground was a grassroots-funded, volunteer-built, and kid-
designed project that became a defining moment for the community. According to
Chellie Skoog, a founding committee member of the Seward Community Foundation
(SCF), “The playground project was the catalyst for SCF’s early success. It was a visible
representation of what happens when a community pulls together.”

Skoog explained that the Seward Community Foundation had not yet officially formed
when the playground was being designed in 2007-2008. The playground was built in
May 2008. “One month after the build, we launched the concept of SCF at a
community meeting. At that event, we raised the first $25,000 for the SCF,” she said.

Deciding where to build the playground was a quiet process. | still remember June 24,
2007, when Chrissy Shepard, Mark Stauble, and | went out on a wet Sunday morning
with a measuring tape to evaluate possible locations for the new playground. We
measured the volleyball and horseshoe pit on the waterfront, the Tot Lot park —
known to many as the Purple Dinosaur Park — and the Dora Way playground, home
to the last merry-go-round in Seward. Shepard later brought the proposed locations
before the City Council, and over the following months, it was decided that the
waterfront volleyball pit would make way for the new playground.

A group of local citizens came together to form what was known as Parents
Advocating for Recreational Kids Stuff (PARKS). PARKS, supported by the Seward
Parent, Teachers, and Students Association (PTSA) and The Elks Lodge, secured an
initial $5,000 from the Seward City Council to engage the vendor, Leathers &
Associates (Leathers) to guide and oversee the community playground effort.

Soon afterward, Leathers came to Seward and met with the community at the
elementary school. Armed with Sharpies and large sheets of paper, they asked local
children — including mine — what they wanted in their dream playground. Every
major feature was inspired by the kids’ ideas. The playground was truly designed by
children and built by the community.

Local businesses and residents also had the opportunity to contribute directly to the
project. Businesses could sponsor pieces of the playground, while community
members could purchase engraved fence posts in support of the effort.

Although months of planning went into the design, organization, and preparation, the
actual construction took only six days. One of the biggest contributors during the build
was the USCGC Alex Haley crew that happened to be in port at the time. The
manpower and support they provided to the community was incredible.

To echo Chellie Skoog’s words, the playground project truly created the community
momentum that launched the early success of the Seward Community Foundation. It
remains a powerful example of what can happen when a community comes together
with a shared vision.

While reflecting on the playground project, | have to smile. | was one of the initial
people, under Chrissy’s guidance to help get this project off the ground and later after
| became a board member with the SCF, | later discovered that | was the very first
donor to the SCF. Community involvement equals gratitude, | am so grateful to have
been a part of both projects. | would like to thank Chellie Skoog for providing specific
details to both the playground build and the beginning of the Seward Community
Foundation.

f;‘ . Sarah Adelmann Spanos
E Sep 11,2012 - &¢




2026 Donor Appreciation & Grant Announcement Celebration: One for the Books
Sarah Spanos, SCF Advisor

On Saturday, April | |, the Seward Community Foundation (SCF) hosted its 2026 Grant Announcement Celebration at the
Tidewater Taphouse. Guests enjoyed fantastic cocktails and hors d’oeuvres while celebrating the incredible impact of local
philanthropy. This year, SCF awarded $162,957 in major grants to local nonprofits working to strengthen the communities
of Moose Pass and Seward.

One of the evening’s highlights was an interactive acrylic paint station featuring three canvas panels that, when connected,
formed the outline of Mount Alice. Guests were invited to contribute their own artwork to the panels throughout the
evening. As Katie Shepherd described it, “It was a visual representation of how each individual contribution comes together
to make something beautiful.” Much like the artwork itself, every donation to the Seward Community Foundation helps
create something meaningful for our community. The painting activity also provided a fun and creative way for guests to
socialize and connect.

Door prizes added even more excitement to the celebration. We are incredibly grateful for our Business Partnership
Program (BPP) and the generous contributions from several local BPP donors, including Seward Ocean Excursions,
Adventure 60 North, Exit Glacier Guides, Sunny Cove Kayaking, and Liquid Adventures. Thank you all for helping make the
evening so memorable.

A special shoutout — pun intended — goes to Tyler Pelo, who single-handedly saved the evening by fixing the sound
system just before presentations began.

We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to Elle Zernia for graciously donating the venue, Tidewater Taphouse. It
was the perfect setting for a truly beautiful evening.




Our community, area nonprofit staff and volunteers alongside the SCF’s generous donors are working together to create a
more vibrant community for those who live in Seward and Moose Pass. From all of us at SCF, thank you. We are honored

to work with you to support the important services you provide!

2025 Mini-Grants

Seward Prevention Coalition
Snow School Transportation

Seward Memorial United Methodist
Building Readiness for Community Use

Seward PTA
Seward High School Ski Club

Sustainable Seward
Electronics Recycling

Seward Community Library Association
Seward Folly Digital Management

Seward Prevention Coalition

Sources of Strength - Summer Peer Leader Meetups

Seward Arts Council
Changing Tides Theatrics Variety Show

Seward Arts Council
Concert Series: John Roberts Band

Seward Arts Council
Community Band Annual Expenses

Qutekcak Native Tribe
Wisdom in Motion

Qutekcak Native Tribe
Stories That Connect Writing Workshop

Seward Arts Council
Seward Poetry Festival

Alaska Sealife Center
Community Holiday Party

Seward Prevention Coalition
ASLC/Seward Elementary Science Learning
Transportation

Seward City Transit
Essential Services Shuttle

Qutekcak Native Tribe
Elder Winter Safety Support Program

Seward Community Health Center
Seward Cares 2026

Sustainable Seward
Big Beach Bicycle Cooperative - Women.in Biking
Event
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2026 Major Grants

Lowell Point Volunteer Fire Department
Fire and Medical Equipment

University of Alaska Fairbanks
National Ocean Science Bowl

Seward Elementary School
5" Grade Field Trip

Seward Prevention Coalition
Youth 360

Seward Prevention Coalition
Seward Education Advocates Business Liaison

Seward Prevention Coalition
Children’s Museum

Marathon Wrestling Club
Team Travel Support

Seward Arts Council
Artists in Schools

Kenai Mountains Turnagain Arm National Heritage
School Year Programming

Seward Arts Council
Annual Block Program Support

Seward Arts Council
Summer Arts Camp

Tsunami Swim Club
Equipment

Seward Fire Department
Knox Box

Seward Elementary School
Ski Lions

Kenai Mountains Turnagain Arm National Heritage
Youth Summer Program

Seward Prevention Coalition
Transitional Housing

Seward City Transit
Winter Shuttle

Friends of Caines Head State Recreation Area
Trail Crew

Seward Arts Council
Administrative Capacity

Seward Community Health Center
EKG
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Mini Grant Updates

Seward Senior Center Hosts World Tai Chi Day with SCF Mini Grant Support
by Mica VanBuskirk, SCF Program Manager 2

Thanks to a Seward Community Foundation Mini Grant, the Seward Senior Center
hosted a successful World Tai Chi Day Celebration, bringing together |3 local
residents and one visitor from Switzerland for a morning focused on health,
mindfulness, and community connection. Participants of all ages learned Tai Chi
movements designed to improve balance, flexibility, joint strength, and overall
wellness through gentle movement and breathwork.

The event, led by instructor Mary Ann Benoit, concluded with a shared brunch and
conversation. The Senior Center reports increased participation in weekly Tai Chi
classes following the event and looks forward to continuing to expand access to this
evidence-based wellness practice in Seward.

Seward Prevention Coalition Supports Student Growth Through Snow School
by Mica VanBuskirk, SCF Program Manager

With support from a Seward Community Foundation Mini Grant, the Seward Prevention Coalition helped provide
transportation for Seward Middle School students to participate in Snow School, an outdoor education program in
partnership with Kenai Mountains Turnagain Arm National Heritage Area (KMTA). The grant helped remove
transportation barriers so students could take part in hands-on, place-based learning experiences in Seward’s winter
environment.

During Snow School, students practiced outdoor skills such as winter safety, teamwork, and problem-solving while
spending meaningful time outdoors and building connections with peers and trusted adults. Organizers shared that
students grew in confidence throughout the experience, particularly when facing challenges like fire-building and working
together to persevere through difficult tasks. The program also provided a valuable opportunity for students to unplug
from screens, connect with nature, and strengthen their sense of belonging in Seward’s “wild backyard,” helping build
resilience and support positive youth development.

e T ’ % [ St VRS

Vo .

Sustainable Seward Helps Keep Thousands of Pounds of Electronics Out of the Landfill
by Mica VanBuskirk, SCF Program Manager

With support from a Seward Community Foundation Mini Grant, Sustainable Seward continued
its annual Electronics Recycling Event, providing Seward residents with a free and accessible way
to responsibly recycle outdated electronics. This year alone, the program diverted 5,623
pounds of electronic waste, including more than 1,600 pounds of TVs and monitors, from local
landfills.

Now in its eighth year, the program has helped keep more than 43,000 pounds of electronics
out of the waste stream, reducing pollution and protecting local air, water, and soil from
hazardous materials found in electronics. The success of the event is made possible through
strong community partnerships, with local organizations and businesses donating trucking,
hauling, storage, forklift services, and advertising to make the program possible. By offering a
responsible recycling option for all residents, regardless of ability to pay, the project continues
to support a cleaner, healthier, and more sustainable Seward community.




Celebrating the People Who Make Our Community Shine
by Sarah Spanos, SCF Advisor

“I made my first donation in honor of a true living
treasure. | wanted to honor my friend Marie and
thank her for the popcorn, for always sharing a
smile, and if we were especially lucky - for giving
my boys and me a hug on a Wednesday night in
Seward.”

-Sarah Spanos

Every community has those special people who quietly make life better — the
volunteers, mentors, neighbors, friends, and family members who give their
time, talents, and heart to Seward and Moose Pass. Through the Seward
Community Foundation’s Living Treasures Program, you can honor those
individuals in a meaningful and lasting way.

The Living Treasures Program was created to recognhize community members
who make a difference in big and small ways. By making a donation in
someone’s honor, you celebrate the impact they have on the people and places
we all care about while supporting local nonprofits and community initiatives.

Looking for a thoughtful gift for the person who seems to have everything? A
charitable donation made in their honor is a meaningful alternative that reflects
the values they care about most. The Seward Community Foundation offers a
variety of funds supporting causes across the Seward area — from arts and
education to senior services and community wellness.

With a minimum gift of just $25, you can name someone as a Living Treasure.

Is your loved one passionate about music and creativity! Consider supporting the Ralph and Anne Hatch Family Arts, Music
and Education Fund. Want to honor someone dedicated to caring for elders in our community? A gift to the Frank
Dieckgraeff Memorial Fund for Seward Seniors is a wonderful tribute. The Seward Community Foundation is always
seeking contributions to our operating funds that support the Foundations’ day to day work.

Each Living Treasure honoree is recognized through Seward Community Foundation communications, including
newsletters, social media, and the Foundation website.

Together, we can celebrate the people who help make Seward and Moose Pass such remarkable places to call home.

To make a Living Treasures donation, visit our website - www.sewardcf.org and follow the directions below.
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We are excited to welcome Cassie Vachowski to the Seward Community Foundation
Advisory Board!

Cassie has called Seward home for the past 20 years, where she has worked, recreated,
and raised her three children. “I love where | live and the life we lead, albeit labor
intensive!” she shares. Her connection to the community and desire to give back
inspired her to join the SCF Advisory Board.

Cassie brings experience managing a small business and a strong history of volunteering
with local organizations, including schools, Parks & Recreation, the Chamber of
Commerce, and the National Park Service. She values collaboration, creative problem-
solving, and helping find solutions that strengthen the community.

Cassie joined the board because she believes in SCF’s mission of improving lives through
local grants and looks forward to helping support the Foundation’s continued growth.

Many Thanks to Marc Swanson and Katie Shepard
by Sarah Spanos, SCF Advisor

The Seward Community Foundation Board would like to extend a heartfelt thank you
to Marc Swanson and Katie Shepard as they conclude their service on the board.

Marc served on the board for six years, most recently as Co-Vice Chair. During his
tenure, he contributed to countless projects and initiatives, but one effort stands out
above the rest—the Dan Seavey Estate Auction. Reflecting on that experience, Marc
shared:

"The work we did on the Seavey estate is pretty high on the list. We wanted to do

right for Dan’s legacy, keep as many items in our area as possible, and have some fun.
Check, check, check."

Katie served on the board for more than three years and leaves her role as Board
Chair. She was instrumental in planning and executing many of the Foundation’s events,
helping to create opportunities for connection and community engagement. When
asked what she enjoyed most about her time on the board, Katie said:

"l think | enjoyed planning the events most—particularly getting the Pie Socials started,
helping keep our other events going, and hopefully bringing some creative new ideas to
them!"

On behalf of the entire board, thank you both for your countless hours of service,
dedication, and friendship. Because of your leadership and commitment, the
Foundation has been able to accomplish so much. Your contributions have made a
lasting impact, and your presence will be greatly missed!




Clay Sterling Adam
Andrew Agloinga

Alaska Sealife Center
Alaska Collection by Pursuit
Eraina Albino

Virginia Randazzo Allen
American Legion Post #5
Christina Anderson

Gene Anderson

Iris Anderson

Jennifer Anderson

Kari Anderson

Margaret Anderson
Nancy & Brandon Anderson
Russ Andrews

Judi Andrijanoff

Apollo Restaurant LLC
Charles & Teri Arnold
Jaime Atherton

Denise Atwood

Anthony Kaaumoana Baclaan
Callie Bacon

John & Marcy Baker

Dot & Linne Bardarson
Jean & Blaine Bardarson
Isabel Barnwell

MaryLynn Barnwell
Brandon Barson

Daniel Barth

Patricia Beals

Carla Beam

Hillary Bean

Darin Bell

Jennifer Bell

Mary Ann Benoit

Wilma Charleen, Allan Bentson
Rachel Blakeslee

Michael Bodkin

Rhonda Bohart

Michael & Linda Brown
Richard Brown

Sue Brudenell

Jeff Bryden

Robert & Anne Bulmer
Debra Burdick-Hinton
Theresa & Dennis Butts
Catherine Byers

Keith & Jacqueline Campbell
Doug Capra

Norman Casagranda
Anne Castellina
Catherine Ceciliani

Alice Chen & Robert Hunt
Judith Christiansen

Janice Ciprioti Melvin
Joel Cladouhos

Cindy & Eric Clock
Shawna Cooke

Wanice Cowles
Stephanie Cronin
Buchannon Crouch

MP & Barbara Daily

Sam & Mary Daniel

Lois Daubney

Carmen Davis

Rodger Davis

Joshua De la Cruz

Robin Dern

Barbara Dieckgraeff
Emma Rose Dieter

Basil Dougherty

Roy Dougherty

Wren Dougherty
Suzanne & Downing Yack
Dr. Michael & Maya Moriarty
Beverly Dunham

Willard Dunham
Christopher Durnil

Janet Durnil

lan Dutton

John & Eileen Eavis

Amy Egtvet

Ashley Ellingson

Lauren Entrekin

Kristen Erchinger
Catherine (Laura) Erickson
Galena Ruth Erickson
Harold & Susan Faust
Ken Fay

First National Bank Alaska
Nancy Fisher

Ryan Fisher

Mark Flanagan

Martha Fleming

Allison & Joseph Fong
Thomas Fong

Forests Tides & Treasures
Peter Frank

James & Kathy Fredrickson
Friends of the Jesse Lee Home
Sherry Furlong

Joyce & Stephen Gallant
Holly Ganser

Darla Gerlach

Bradley & Lisa Gilman
Clara Glotfelty

Caroline Goertz

Rita Goshorn

Carol Griswold
Josephine Haddix

Amy Haddow

Lindsey Hajduk
Matthew Hall

Teal & Marques Hall
Peggy & Dave Hamner
William & Amy Hankins
Sheila Hanson
Christopher Hansson
Edward Hardwick
Heather & Joshua Harris
Melody & Arne Hatch
Barbara Hatch

Carol Hatch

William Hearn Jr.

Mark Hendsbee
Michelle Hensel & Robert Reeg
Willow Hetrick

Rose & Jeff Hetrick
Johanna Hickel

R Eldridge & Mary Hicks
Catherine Hiebert

Janel Hodge

Roger & Lynn Hohl
Alissa Holcomb

Tuula Hollmen

Judith Holmes

Andrea & Leon Hood
Markus Horning

Gary Horrell

James & Rhonda Hubbard
Michele Hughes

Al Humphrey

Mary & Warren Huss
Babbie Jacobs

Richard Jacoby

Bruce & Carole Jaffa

JD & Ruby Boyle Jen
Anna Johnson

Beth and Mike Johnson
Laura Johnson

Michael Johnson
Matthew Jones

Nick & Christy Jordan
Grace Kalantari

Philip Kaluza
Konstantinos Kanaras

Soo Jan & Shin Kang

Mark Kansteiner & Colleen Kelly
Diane & Sather Kaplan
Donald & Marcott Kassube
Kathryn & St. John Kavanaugh
Julia & Alan Keefe
Marianna & Duane Keil
Elizabeth Kellar

Robert Keller

Donna & Thomas Kelley
Nina & Smith Kemppel
Kenai Peninsula Assn of Realtors
Warren & Sally Keogh
Aimee Khuu

Allen & Tina King

Shelby King

David Kingsland

Charles Kinney

Jack Kinney

Johanna Kinney

Juliana Kirkelie-Kim
Kathleen & Earl Kloster
Bruce Knofel

Mary Beth Koster
Kimberly Kowalski-Rogers
Patty Krasnansky

Pamela Kulin

Stephen Daniel Kulin

Linda Kumin

Aaron Kusano

Larry & Eloise La Casse

Al & Morrow Lamberson
Dixie & E. L. Landenburger
Lori Landstrom

Anastasia & Kevin Lane
Kelley & Reed Wiley Lane
Susan Lang

Darcie Larson

Nicole Lawrence

Linda Ann Leary

Cathy LeCompte

Herman Leite

Bailey Lespron

Hilda Lespron

Sanna LeVan

Jean & Jimmy Lewis

Kris Lillemo

Beulah & Dawn Lindberg
Carol Ann Lindsey

Tammi Lindsey

Daniel & Pechuzal Linkhart
Ann Linville

Joseph Linville

Patricia & Robert Linville
John Lithiaem

George Long

Ronald Long

Vicki & Byron Loomis
Dorene Lorenz

Martin Lorenz

Alan Lorimer

Gwendolyn Luther

Jolund & Monica Luther
Mark & Ghicadus Luttrell
William Luttrell

Susan & Alexander Magyar
Cassie Mahl

Catherine Malcolm Byars
Nina Mann

Mary Marotta

Kerry & Kim Martin

Melissa Jean & Kevin Mathews
Llyod & Lorraine McCauley
Joann McClain

Sue McClure

John & Martha McCormac
Michael & Patrice McCormac
Rolfe McCoy

William McCrossan
Charles McEldowney
Marjorie McEldowney
Nicholas McMillan
Michael & Yong Meeks
Helen Metcalfe

Jo & Peter Michalski
Doherty & Robert Miller
Millers Landing

Gene Minden

Bonnie Moore

Morgan Stanley

Maille Moriarty

Tim & Laurie Morrow
Jeff & Amy Mow

Michael & Joanne Myers
Blair Neelanda

Stefan & Binget Nilsson
Ronald Nitz

Michael & Raylene O'Connor
Karen & Patrick O'Leary
Philip & Karla Oates
Yvonne Oates

Judith Odhner

Daniel Oliver

Linda-Rae Olsen

Erine Fong Olson

Tom & Nancy Osborne
Joe & Diane Owens
Mona Painter

Rodger Painter

David & Dana Paperman
Edna Paperman

Samuel Paperman

Pam Parker

Debra Perala

Jim & Susan Pfeiffenberger
Allison Phillips

Otto & Hildegard Poehling
Primrose Provisions
Jennifer Ransom

Scott & Irene Ransom
Rasmuson Foundation
Carol Rea

Ronald & Kimberly Reierson
Scott Reierson
Renaissance Charitable Found
Resurrection Bay Lions Club
Jack Edwin Richardson
Tara Riemer

Kent & Lisa Rininger
Shawn Rivera

Ray & Julie Robinson
Tony Rollo

Blair Rorabaugh

Luke Rosier

Jatana & Ron Royster
Skyles Runser

Paul & Sharon Rupple
Brendan & Jillian Ryan
Shannon Ryan

Mariko & Nelson Sarafin
Mel Sather

Ariadne Schablein

Darryl & Karla Schaefermeyer
Rebecca Schellinger
Patsy & Richard Schroder
Michele & Michael Schuh
Jean Schwafel

Anthony Scoonos
Andrea Scott

Christine Tina Seaton
Paul Seaton

Daniel & Safia Seavey
Daniel & Shirley Seavey
Janine & Mitchell Seavey
Mitchell Seavey

Tekla & Tyrell Seavey
Sharyl Seese

Karen Sefton

Charles Sela

Rita Selden

Jonathan & Linda Sewall
Seward Brewing Company
Seward Nordic Ski Club
Seward Ocean Excursions
Seward Properties LLC
Seward Public Radio
Seward Senior Center
Seward Stash & Store
Kimberly Shafer

Robert Shafer

Vanta Shafer

Heather Shank

Barbara G. Shea
Christine Sheehan

James Sheehan

Maureen Sheehan

Phyllis Shoemaker & Fred Moore
Shoreside Petroleum
Anthony & Ann Sieminski
Preston Simmons

Marion Simon

Margaret Sjovold

Emma Skoog

Greta Skoog

Michele & Cory Skoog
George Reising
Alexander Slivka

Richard & Ellen O'Brien Smeriglio
Christiana Smith

Donald & Karen Smith
Melanie Smith

Nathan Smith

Craig Smoot

Kat Sorensen

Sarah & James Spanos
Rachel Stegmaier

Dan Stirling

Rose Sutphin

Tom Swan

Harper Swanson

Marc & Letty Swanson
Rose Symanski
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Gary Steele

Daniel Stirling

Sandra Stolle

Kimberly & Lillemo Strehlow
Amanda Renee Strickland
Travis Stubblefield

Clare Sullivan

Carole & James Tallman
John Fernando Tamba
Julie Tauriainen

Katherine Taylor

Rev Richard Tero

Eunice & Denise Thanepohn
The DesErmia Family
Carol Thomassen

Gail Thompson

Thomas & Mary Tougas
Janet Trettner

Ukanuzit LLC

Sean & Sadie Ulman
Ralph & Katie Vesel
Daniel & Madelyn Walker
Casie Warner

Helen Wasson

Jolyn Watts

Catherine Weiford

Kirstie Willean

Jewel Williams

Robert & Kristy Wood
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